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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
 
It was a truly success ful membership n ight – a great chance for 
members to mingle with the many guests that joined us to hear 
handwriting expert Sheila Lowe teach us about the use of handwriting 
analysis as an important tool in the employment screening process.  
Like many of you, I work in a service company.  In an economy where 
payroll is the single largest expense in many companies, what is more 
important than finding and hiring the right people? 
 
Being unfamiliar with the use of handwriting analysis as an employment 
screening tool, I was surprised to learn that several of our attendees 
shared that they had used it successfully in their practices.  Now I’m a 
believer!  If you missed it, you should definitely ask someone who went 
about “embezzler’s ovals.”  Ms. Lowe and her book can be found on 
www.sheilalowe.com. 
 
By the time you read this, Pat Jones, Gail Anikouchine and I will be at 
the Joint National Conference in Philadelphia representing our chapter.  
Though it’s too late for this year, I want to encourage all members to 
consider attending one of these conferences.  It’s a great blend of travel, 
sisterhood and CPE.  Thanks to the ladies of the Philadelphia chapter 
for hosting this event! 
 
This month, we have another great technical program.  We’re 
bringing some Big 4 expertise to the topic of Sarbanes Oxley in a 
condensed need-to-know format.  Join us for the view and great 
company as well at the Endless Summer Bar & Café. 
 
See you there! 
 

DianeDiane  
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SANTA BARBARA CHAPTER BULLETIN BOARD 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!!!!!  

 
Jane E. Russe ll  

Gail H. Anikouchine 
Diane Wondo lowsk i 

 
If it's your birthday month, please 
remember to bring a gift for the 

raffle at our dinner meeting. 
Proceeds benefit our Scholarship 

Fund. Please e-mail Kelly at 
kagas@charter.net if we did not list 

your birthday. 

Estimated Quarterly Tax 
Payments Lost - ! 

 
News has just come to light that an entire 
shipment of mail to the IRS has been lost.  A 
courier carrying September Quarterly Tax 
payments was involved in an accident in 
San Francisco and numerous 1040ES 
payments ended up in the San Francisco 
Bay. 
 
The IRS is aware of the problem, and is in 
the process of identifying which taxpayers 
were affected and should have had the issue 
resolved by the end of September.  Affected 
taxpayers will be contacted and will not owe 
late fees on their payments. 

. 

 

 

 
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 

DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 26TH 
 

Lucie George, our Scholarship Chair, would like everyone to know that scholarship applications are 
now being accepted.  As you know, the Santa Barbara chapter of the ASWA awards scholarships to 
students pursuing a major course in accounting, and attending a college, university, or professional 
school of accounting in Santa Barbara County.  Over the past 22 years, some 140 awards have 
been granted totaling over $75,000. 

Please be aware that 2005 applications must be postmarked no later than October 26th.  
Interviews will be conducted by invitation only, and are tentatively scheduled for Saturday, 
November 12th.  Recipients of the awards will be announced at our Student Night event on Monday, 
November 21st.  Additional details – as well as the application form – can be found on the 
Scholarship page of our website - www.aswasb.org 

So, if you know of a deserving candidate, please take the time to complete an application on their 
behalf.  Keep in mind the October 26 deadline, and be sure to attend our Student Night dinner to 
applaud the lucky winners! 

Thank you! 
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UNITY TELETHON COMING UP! 
 

The Unity Telethon is almost here.  As you know, ASWA is proud to offer its services by being 
in charge of accounting for the night. 

It is scheduled for December 4th from 11am to 11pm. 
Here's the perfect opportunity for you to indulge your desire to give back! 

Anyone wishing to volunteer should contact Patricia Krout by calling her at 962-9175 x134 or 
by sending her an email at pkrout@mcgowan.com. 

http://unityshoppe.org/index.htm 
   

  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wrapping paper orders are due to Tricia by October 14th.  If you still need a catalog, contact 
Tricia Krout at pkrout@mcgowan.com. 
 

Spon sor A Student 
 
Have you ever thought about sponsoring a 
student member to our chapter?  The 
benefits are more than you might think.  Not 
only will you be helping a student to become 
familiar with the organization, mentoring a 
future professional and supporting our local 
colleges, you will also be helping our chapter 
to grow.  Most students are eager to get 
involved and become members, but many 
times they can't afford it on their tight 
student budgets.  That's where our members 
come in, with your help both the students 
and the chapter can benefit. 
 
You might think it will take more time and 
trouble than you have to expend, but it 
doesn't have to.  Our scholarship committee 
has done most of the work for you.  All that's 
left for you to do is to contact one of the 
students we meet at Student Night and ask if 
they would like a sponsor.  It's that easy!  
We have a great pool of ready-made 
prospects every year at Student Night and if 
we all work together our chapter will really 
grow and benefit. 

. 

 

 
 

                 ADDITIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A Trip to Disneyland! 
 
The Seventh Annual Disneyland Expedition is 
slated for November 30th.  Join us for coffee and 
donuts, then as the sun crests over the horizon 
near the Rincon, 2 hours of CPE and finally, just 
as the ribbon is cut on Main Street (traffic 
permitting), hours of fun at Disneyland and 
California Adventure, culminating in one of the 
best fireworks shows ever (Disney's 50th 
anniversary fireworks are incredible!!)  To 
reserve your spot on the van, please contact 
Gail (gail@mfco.com) or Sherri 
(sherri@cdllp.com) no later than November 16th. 

 

 
 Just Desserts 

 
The Fourth Annual Dessert Auction will be on 
December 12th. This scholarship fundraiser is a 
source of great fun as you and your tablemates 
strive to outbid the other tables for delicious 
desserts.  Unlike other auctions, though, you 
can still halve your cake and eat it, too: on the 
resale market! 
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Join us for networking, dinner and on e hou r of C.P.E. 
                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASWA SANTA BARBARA CHAPTER CORDIALLY INVITES YOU 
 TO ATTEND OUR OCTOBER MEETING  

 
Mond ay, October 10, 5.30 p.m. 

 

THE ENDLESS SUMMER BAR-CAFÉ 
113 Harbor Way, Santa Barbara (upstairs from the Maritime Museum) 

 

“Sarbanes Oxley ± Practical Implications and Trickle Down Effect ” 
Mariana Morkos, KPMG 

  
 
 

 

 
When Congress passed the Sarbanes-Oxley (SOX) Act in July 2002, the mandates to put more stringent 
controls on corporate accounting practices were primarily aimed at public companies. However, there have 
been both direct and indirect implications for privately held businesses and not-for-profit organizations as well. 
Many organizations are choosing to follow certain SOX principles, using them to improve control 
documentation and testing, update governance procedures and strengthen their codes of conduct. Lenders 
and state regulators increasingly are asking private companies about the status of their internal controls 
environment and public companies involved in potential acquisition deals with privately held companies are 
pushing those private companies to document their internal accounting controls and processes. In addition, 
companies contemplating an initial public offering or that view themselves as acquisition targets are being 
advised to consider adopting reforms.  Now that the regulations have been in effect for some time, join us to 
learn what the practical implications have been and to hear how they have had a trickle-down effect. 
 
Our Speaker:  
Mariana Morkos has been employed at KPMG for 5 years, most recently as a manager. Her clients are in the 
consumer markets and high technology industry.  In November, she will begin a two-year rotation in KPMG's 
national office (Audit and Advisory Service Center) in Montvale, New Jersey where she will be helping to 
implement new and emerging standards to the KPMG audit methodology. Mariana attended UCLA and 
graduated with a major in economics and a minor in accounting.  
 

MENU 
Caesar salad 

 
Roasted tri-tip beef, Boneless bbq chicken breast or Vegetarian Pasta Primavera*; served with side 

dishes 
 

Lemon bars with raspberry sauce or Brownies with chocolate sauce 
 

Soft drinks & Coffee or Tea included 
 

Members $32, Guests/Non-members $35, Students $15 
RSVP to Leslie Yoon at lyoon @silcom.com by Friday October 7th 

*If you will be ordering the Vegetarian Pasta please indicate so when you RSVP 
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Microsoft Excel Tip o f the Month: 

Problem:  Do you ever have data displayed vertically in a column that you need to have 
displayed horizontally in a row, or in a row that needs to be in a column? 
 
Solution:  There is a very simple fix ± Paste Special/Transpose 
 

 

 

Example:  Highlight the data in the column, “copy”, then select the cell1 (just one) where 
you want the row of data to begin, then “Paste Special/Transpose.”  
 
Note:  This also works for multiple columns or rows of data. 
 
Thanks to Robilyn Eggertsen for this very helpful tip! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 Unfortunately, you cannot select a cell where the data being copied resides. 
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Our Chapter sincerely thanks the following p eople and companies for their suppo rt! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Certified Appraisers serving the needs of Estate 
Planning and Tax professionals throughout California. 
 
·  Cost Segregation Appraisals (Rev. Proc. 99-49 IRC §481a) 
·  Apportionment of Basis: Investment, Business, Personal 
·  Property Tax Appeals, Audits & Exemptions 
·  Prospective & Retrospective Valuations 
·  Minority & Partial Interests 
 
Telephone (805) 358-1588 P.O. Box 2532 Orcutt, CA 93457 
 

Do you have Comm on Sense?  
 
We are a f inancial plann ing and consult ing f irm, w ho w ill w ork 
w it h you t o craf t  t he customized f inancial roadmap you need t o 
achieve succ ess. We offer  t hese services for  an HOURLY or  
FI XED FEE: 
 

Comprehensive Financial Planning – includes 
investments, retirement plan, insurance needs, estate plan and cash 
and tax management. 

Business Consulting – includes tax and operating 
strategies. We also offer help in the financial aspects of divorce, 
inheritances and 401(k) rollovers. 
 

 

 

Call to connect directly with your local 
off ice and receive your FREE copy, or visit 

our websites at accountemps.com and 
roberthalf.com 

 
Oxnard. 805.485.1778 

Santa Barbara 805.568.0838 
Westlake Vill age 805.496.2805 

 

ROBERT HALF AND 
ACCOUNTEMPS SALARY GUIDE 

 

RIGHT  ON THE  MONEY! 

 
Meriann Plamondon 
Comm on Sense Financial Solut ions 
Phone 805-898-9037 
Visit  us at  
http:// www .commonsense.net 
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  MARK YOUR CALENDARS !!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Mond ay, October 10, 5:30 p.m. 

Monthly Dinner Meeting 
Location: Endless Summer Café, 113 Harbor Way, Santa Barbara (above the Maritime Museum) 
Topic: Sarbanes-Oxley ± Practical Implications and trickle down effect 
Speaker:  Mariana Morkos, KPMG 

Wednesday, October 19, 5:30 p.m. 
 Monthly Board Meeting 

Blue Casa Communications   

Wednesday, October 26 
 Deadline for Scholarship Applications 

Saturday, November 12 (Tentative) 
 Scholarship Application Interviews 

Wednesday, November 16, 5:30 p.m. 
 Monthly Board Meeting 

Blue Casa Communications   

Mond ay, November 21, 5:30 p.m. 
Student Night & Scholarship Awards 
Location:  TBA  
Topic:  Recruitment 
Speaker:  Blane Ruschak, National Director of Campus Recruiting, KPMG 

Wednesday, November 30 
Seventh Annual Disneyland Expedition (including 2 hours of CPE) 

Sund ay, December 4, 11:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 
Unity Telethon    

Mond ay, December 12, 5:30 p.m. 
Fourth Annual Dessert Auction  
 

THE MISSION OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF WOMEN ACCOUNTANTS IS . . . 
TO ENABLE WOMEN IN ALL FIELDS OF ACCOUNTING TO ACHIEVE THEIR PERSONAL, PROFESSIONAL 
AND ECONOMIC POTENTIAL AND CONTRIBUTE TO THE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROFESSION. 

American Society of Women Accoun tants 
C/O Leslie Yoon – Correspond ing Secretary 
P.O. Box 20048 
Santa Barbara, CA  93120 


