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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
 
After spending four days at the Joint National Conference, I have to 
admit I had no idea how much I would love Philadelphia. It has big city 
style with small town charm. Though I strolled through beautiful urban 
neighborhoods, saw awe-inspiring historical sites and met many 
gracious Philadelphia ASWA members, I didn’t even scratch the surface 
of the town. Gail Anikouchine and I soaked up the city’s history as our 
country’s first capitol. We stood in the assembly room in Independence 
Hall where the Declaration of Independence was signed, the 
Constitution was written, and from which the Revolutionary War was 
directed. Right across the hall was the first U.S. Supreme Court room. 
These are sights I will never forget. If you haven’t been, Philly really 
should be on your short list of places to visit. 
 
If you prefer historical sites closer to home, when is the last time you 
visited the Santa Barbara Mission? Gail and the Dessert Auction 
Committee have secured this very special venue for our special Dessert 
Auction fundraiser. Pat Jones has agreed to be auctioneer again and it 
will be a hoot as always! Mark December 12 on your calendars. 
 
Coming up on Monday, November 21 is our Annual Student Night and 
Scholarship Awards Dinner. Instead of our usual three speakers, Blane 
Ruschak, KPMG National Director of Campus Recruiting is going to 
cover everything our student (and non-student) job seekers will need to 
know. We will have tickets for sale for the Dessert Auction as well, so 
you will not want to miss it! 
 
See you there! 
 

DianeDiane  
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SANTA BARBARA CHAPTER BULLETIN BOARD 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!! 

 
Diane Dahlen 

Robilyn Eggertsen 
Joy Han 

Liz Hasch 
Pat Jones 

Elizabeth Johnston 
 

If it’s your birthday month, please 
remember to bring a gift for the 

raffle at our dinner meeting. 
Proceeds benefit our Scholarship 

Fund. Please e-mail Kelly at 
kgriggs@charter.net if we did not 

list your birthday. 

Viva Las Vegas - ! 
 
If Philadelphia was a little too much to fit in 
this year, I have some good news: the 2006 
Joint National Conference will be practically 
in our back yard – Las Vegas! 
 
As there is no active chapter in Las Vegas, 
other local chapters (including SB) will chip 
in to help with the responsibilities of the 
usual host chapter. Committees are already 
forming! 
 
If you’d like to help out, please contact me, 
Diane, at d_ravenscroft@yahoo.com 
 

. 

 

 

 

Going ONCE, Going TWICE, 
SOLD! 

 

These are the familiar words of the auctioneer finalizing an electrifying bidding war over delectable 
treasures. 

Tickets to the exciting event are $15 and in addition to hors’ d’oeuvres, you will have the opportunity 
to pool your funds with your tablemates to bid on a selection of scrumptious desserts. Not the 

winning bid? Don’t despair – the winning table will delight in selling you a piece of your favorite. We 
hope to see you at the Santa Barbara Mission’s Friar’s Lounge for ASWA’s 4 th Annual Dessert 

Auction December 12 and more than Sugar Plums will dance in your head. 

Thank you! 
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UN ITY TELETHO N  CO M IN G UP! 
 

The Unit y Telet hon is almost her e.  As you know, ASWA  is pr oud t o o ff er it s s erv ices by 
being in char ge of acc ount ing f or t he night . 

I t is s cheduled f or December 4t h f r om  11am  t o 11pm. 
Her e’s t he per f ect oppor t unit y f or you t o indulge your desir e t o g ive back! 

Anyone wishing t o volunt eer s hould cont act Pat r icia Kr out by call ing her at 962 -9175 
x134 or by sending her an email at pkr out @mcgowan.com. 

http://unityshoppe.org/index.htm 
    

 
  

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                 ADDITIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A Trip to Disneyland! 
 
The Seventh Annual Disneyland Expedition is 
slated for November 30th.  Join us for coffee and 
donuts, then as the sun crests over the horizon 
near the Rincon, 2 hours of CPE and finall y, just 
as the ribbon is cut on Main Street (traff ic 
permitt ing), hours of fun at Disneyland and 
Cali fornia Adventure, culminating in one of the 
best fireworks shows ever (Disney’s 50th 
anniversary fireworks are incredible!!)  To 
reserve your spot on the van, please contact Gail 
(gail @mfco.com) or Sherr i (sherr i@cdll p.com) no 
later than November 16th. 

 

 
 

Here’s an I nt erest ing 
Opp ort un it y for  CPE 

 
As you know, the upcoming release of 
QuickBooks 2006 has been highly anticipated. 
Well, we have an opportunity to get a jump on 
learning about what it has to offer.  T hrough 
Marianne Caprino, a representative with I ntuit, 
we learned of a CPE Credit Seminar that is 
available this month. 
 
I t will be sponsored by I ntuit and will take place 
in Oxnard from 8:30am to 12:30pm on Nov 14th. 
Our thanks to Marianne for the info, and for 
providing the following link for those who are 
interested. 

 
<https://accountant.intuit.com/training_
cpe/quickbooks/seminar_accountant_06
update_sched.aspx> 

https://accountant.intuit.com/training_cpe/quick
books/seminar_accountant_06update 
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Join us for networking, dinner and on e hou r of C.P.E. 
 
                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASWA SANTA BARBARA CHAPTER CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO 
ATTEND OUR NOVEMBER MEETING 

 
Mond ay, November 21, 5.30p.m. 

THE ELEPHANT BAR 
521 Firestone Road, Goleta 

 

IT'S SCHOLARSHIP NIGHT! 
“ The Art of Rec ruiting”  
Blane Ruschak, KPMG 

  
 
 
 

 
Our Speaker: 
Blane attended Rutgers College in New Jersey and graduated with a Bachelors of Science in Economics in 1980. He 
subsequently attended the University of Hawaii at Manoa where he received a Masters in Accounting degree in 1982. After 
graduation, he began his career in the audit department of the KPMG Honolulu office where he serviced clients in the 
healthcare, non profit, real estate, agribusiness and hospitality industries. From 1988-1989, he participated in a 2 year 
rotational program in KPMG's national training center in Montvale, New Jersey where he was responsible for the 
development and instruction of numerous KPMG assurance courses. Upon his return to the Honolulu office, Blane assumed 
the responsibility of Primary Recruiter for the office in addition to servicing his assurance clients in the hospital and hospitality 
industries. In 1994, Blane transferred to the KPMG Long Beach office to assist with the Southern California Health care 
assurance and consulting practice. In 1997, Blane transferred to the Los Angeles office where he assumed the Director of 
College Recruiting position for the Pacific Southwest area where he was responsible for the hiring of all entry level Assurance 
and Tax department personnel. In 2000, Blane assumed the role of National Director of Campus Recruiting as part of the 
KPMG National Recruiting team in Montvale, New Jersey. 
 
His current role includes serving as the KPMG member on the Beta Alpha Psi Advisory Forum, serving on the Board of the 
Federation of Schools of Accountancy (FSA), serving as a member of the Association of Campus Recruiting Executives, 
serving as a member of the Human Resource Recruiting and Retention Committee for the California State Society of CPA's, 
serving on the Board of the Education Foundation for Women in Accounting, and formerly served on the Accounting Program 
Leadership Group (APLG) Board of Directors. He recently relocated to Charleston, South Carolina and works out of the 
Montvale, New Jersey National Office as part of the National Human Resources team. 

 

MENU 
The “ Ultimate Buffet” which includes: 

 
Tossed Green Salad and Caesar Salad 

 
Marinated and sliced tri-tip, Lemon Herb Chicken, Mediterranean Vegetable Pasta; 

Steamed white rice, garlic mashed po tatoes, and sautéed vegetables  
 

Sodas, Iced Tea, Coffee 
 

Members $30, Guests/Non-members $35, Students $12 
Please RSVP to Leslie Yoon at lyoon @silcom.com by Friday November 18th 

 
 
 



ASWA – Santa Barbara Chapter                  Page 5                                                     November 2005 
   
  
 

Our Chapter sincerely thanks the following p eople and companies for their suppo rt! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Certified Appraisers serving the needs of Estate 
Planning and Tax professionals throughout California. 
 
·  Cost Segregation Appraisals (Rev. Proc. 99-49 IRC §481a) 
·  Apportionment of Basis: Investment, Business, Personal 
·  Property Tax Appeals, Audits & Exemptions 
·  Prospective & Retrospective Valuations 
·  Minority & Partial Interests 
 
Telephone (805) 358-1588 P.O. Box 2532 Orcutt, CA 93457 
 

Do you have Common Sense?  
 
We are a f inancial plann ing and consult ing f irm, w ho w ill w ork 
w it h you t o craf t  t he customized f inancial roadmap you need t o 
achieve succ ess. We offer  t hese services for  an HOURLY or  
FI XED FEE: 
 

Comprehensive Financial Planning – includes 
investments, retirement plan, insurance needs, estate plan and cash 
and tax management. 

Business Consulting – includes tax and operating 
strategies. We also offer help in the financial aspects of divorce, 
inheritances and 401(k) rollovers. 
 

 

 

Call to connect directly with your local 
off ice and receive your FREE copy, or visit 

our websites at accountemps.com and 
roberthalf.com 

 
Oxnard. 805.485.1778 

Santa Barbara 805.568.0838 
Westlake Vill age 805.496.2805 

 

ROBERT HALF AND 
ACCOUNTEMPS SALARY GUIDE 

 

RIGHT  ON THE  MONEY! 

 
Mer iann Plamondon 
Common Sense Financial Solut ions 
Phone 805-898-9037 
Visit  us at  
http:// www .commonsense.net 
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  MARK YOUR CALENDARS !! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Monday, November 14, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

CPE Credit Seminar on QuickBooks 2006 
Location: Oxnard 
Please see the announcement on page 3 for further details.  

Wednesday, November 16, 5:30 p.m. 
 Monthly Board Meeting 

Blue Casa Communications   

Monday, November 21, 5:30 p.m. 
Student Night & Scholarship Awards 
Location:  The Elephant Bar  
Topic:  Recruitment 
Speaker:  Blane Ruschak, National Director of Campus Recruiting, KPMG 

Wednesday, November 30 
Seventh Annual Disneyland Expedition (including 2 hours of CPE) 

Sunday, December 4, 11:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 
Unity Telethon    

Monday, December 12, 5:30 p.m. 
Unity Telethon    

Wednesday, December 21, 5:30 p.m. 
Monthly Board Meeting 
Blue Casa Communications   

 

THE MISSION OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF WOMEN ACCOUNTANTS IS . . . 
 

TO ENABLE WOMEN IN ALL FIELDS OF ACCOUNTING TO ACHIEVE THEIR PERSONAL, PROFESSIONAL 
AND ECONOMIC POTENTIAL AND CONTRIBUTE TO THE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROFESSION. 

American Society of Women Accountants 
C/O Leslie Yoon – Corresponding Secretary 
P.O. Box 20048 
Santa Barbara, CA  93120 

 


